The introduction of new technologies has had a significant influence on teaching, learning and research activities in universities. This has offered university libraries opportunities to provide information resources in a variety of formats. This study investigated the influence of information literacy skills on postgraduate students' use of electronic resources in private university libraries in Nigeria. The study adopted the survey research design. The study population comprised 2805 postgraduate students in five private universities offering postgraduate programmes in South-West, Nigeria. Multistage sampling technique was used in the selection process. A purposive selection of four faculties from each of the five universities was carried out. Proportionate sampling technique was used to select the sample size of 550 postgraduate students as the respondents for the study. Findings revealed that there was a significant positive correlation between information literacy skills and use of electronic resources (r = 0.28, p < 0.05). The study concluded that the utilization of electronic resources promoted access to current information among postgraduate students in the selected private universities in South-West, Nigeria. The study recommended that the management of private university libraries should ensure a continuous provision of electronic resources with adequate information communication technology tools to facilitate their use.
Introduction
In the past, most university libraries provided information in print format such as print textbooks, newspapers, monographs, magazines and so on, but with the advancement in technology, most libraries have expanded their collections to include electronic resources abbreviated as e-resources. In The Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules, Second Edition [1] defined an electronic resource as "material (data and/or program(s)) encoded for manipulation by a computerized device.
This material may require the use of a peripheral directly connected to a computerized device (e.g., CD-ROM drive) or a connection to a computer network (e.g., the Internet)". The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions [2] defined e-resources as "materials that require computer access, whether through a personal computer, mainframe, or handheld mobile device".
From the definitions, it can be deduced that electronic resources require the knowledge and use of computers.
The provision of electronic resources in university libraries plays a prominent role in facilitating access to required information by the users in an easy and quick manner. Electronic information resources, in reality, have become essential in the academic environment. They serve as motivating factor to students as they provide the opportunity to transmit, acquire or download process and disseminate information on any subject of interest. Electronic resources provision makes it possible for users to access new tools and applications for information seeking and retrieval. E-resources have become invaluable research tools that complement the print collection in the traditional library setting. These resources serve as veritable sources of information which students could tap into to aid their class assignments, write research and term papers, and search for information on their subject areas and so on.
Due to the several advantages of e-resources such as timeliness, search facilities, remote access and up datedness, they become more indispensable after the arrival of the Internet in the academic environment. The provision of e-resources in tertiary institutions of learning is a new way of gaining quick access research information globally. As a result of the potential benefits offered by e-resources, they have been embraced by university libraries. Students, especially those at the postgraduate level would benefit from the e-resources if they are well harnessed as they will provide excellent opportunities to access scholarly information which is beyond the reach of libraries due to geographical barrier and limited finances. To be successful in the use of the available e-resources, students need to acquire and practice the skills necessary to explore them. Therefore, for effective information search to be achieved by postgraduate students, computer literacy is crucial.
Statement of the Problem
In Nigeria, the university system is advancing as new technologies are being introduced into teaching, learning and research activities. On their part, university as it enables access to current information at the right time and in the right place, provides the opportunity to search several files at a time and so on, it also presents a lot of challenges as it is computer-based and requires information literacy for searching, retrieval, and use.
Literature has revealed that electronic resources are grossly underutilized despite the huge investment made by university libraries to ensure their provision.
[3] observed that considerable investments are being tailored toward acquiring e-resources in Nigerian universities bringing up the issue of the extent of usage and users' satisfaction with these resources in these libraries. Studies by [4] and [5] revealed that practical uses of e-resources are not up to the worth in comparison to investments made in acquiring these resources. The underutilization of e-resources could be attributed to lack of information literacy which limits the ability to effectively locate and make ethical use of needed.
Where such is the case, libraries in private universities which do not receive any form of financial assistance from the government would find it difficult justifying the investment on electronic resources and their contribution towards achieving the goals of the library. At the same time, postgraduate students would also be missing out in research materials that would have otherwise improved the quality of their research work thereby lowering the standard of research work and contribution to the society as a whole. It is against this background that this study investigated the extent to which information literacy skills could influence e-resources utilization by postgraduate students in private universities in South-West, Nigeria.
Objective of the Study
The specific objectives of the study are to:
1) find out the purpose(s) of use of e-resources by postgraduate students in private universities in South-West, Nigeria;
2) determine the frequency of use of e-resources by postgraduate students in private universities in South-West, Nigeria;
3) ascertain the level of information literacy skills of postgraduate students in private universities in South-West, Nigeria; 4) determine the relationship between information literacy skills and e-resources use by postgraduate students in private universities in South-West, Nigeria.
Research Questions
The study provided answers to the following research questions:
1) For what purpose do postgraduate students in private universities in South-West,
Nigeria use e-resources?
2) What is the frequency of use of e-resources by postgraduate students in pri- training that the users need have also evolved [6] . In higher education, students who possess information skills particularly now that the volume of information has greatly increased will achieve maximum performance with the use of e-resources. [7] described technology as the systematic application of scientific knowledge in order to achieve practical results. It implies that technology is all about methods and the way people apply them in order to get results. In the competitive environment where things are changing fast and for the better technologically, there is a need for skills acquisition to facilitate access to gain benefit in the ICT environment.
Information literacy is a tool which enables learners to master content and extend their investigations, become more self-directed and assume greater control over their own learning. Information literacy is key to benefiting from the information revolutionized society. [8] asserted that scholarly communication is impossible without implementation of IL skills-scholars from all disciplines have to know how to search for information, how to evaluate it, how to produce and present new information in a proper, ethical manner. [9] noted that lack of information search skills leads to delay and frustration in students' attempt to complete courses related works that require research. Lack of the basic skills to use available e-resources adversely affects the academic performance of students as well as their research output in the information era.
Information literacy competency standards for higher education is characterized by: the information literate student determines the nature and extent of the information needed; the information literate student accesses needed information effectively and efficiently; the information literate student evaluates information and its sources critically and incorporates selected information into his or her knowledge base and value system; the information literate student, indi- vidually or as a member of a group, uses information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose; the information literate student understands many of the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of information and accesses and uses information ethically and legally. [10] noted that the concept of information literacy presupposes that a person recognizes when information is needed, have the ability to find, scrutinize, utilize and then use information ethically to address identified problems or to make decisions.
Although most postgraduate students can be said to own a laptop, iPad or mobile phone which exposes them to the use of technology, [11] argued that the use of such electronic devices do not guarantee knowledge of information literacy skills needed to access web-based resources or electronic databases in the library. Students need information for a variety of activities in the university and the e-resources are capable of meeting their needs. Information resources are being exploded daily and there is the challenge of using these resources effectively. [12] observed that in using the e-resources, students lack skill in locating and evaluating information, which impedes their effective use. The author suggested that, libraries should organize orientation programmes in the beginning of each session where the users can be taught how better they can access e-resources and be familiarized with the electronic environment.
The possession of appropriate information search skills enables students to benefit from the vast quantities of information available electronically. [13] observed that the importance of information literacy is even more important than ever before due to the increasingly complex world in which we live now contains an abundance of information choices-print, electronic, image, spatial, sound, visual, and numeric. [14] saw information literacy as a set of information needed for searching, retrieval, evaluation, and making the best use of information. [15] described information literacy skills as the ability to make efficient and effective use of information resources, and that an information literate person today should possess specific online searching skills, which include the ability to select appropriate search terminology, construct a logical search strategy, and evaluate information appropriately.
In recent times, calls are being made to improve the educational curriculum improvement of the quality of education to train students sufficiently to adapt to the 21 st century workplace [16] ; [17] argued that literacy is fundamental to national development, and thus nations subscribe to global literacy development agendas so as to eliminate illiteracy which often affects social development. The authors mentioned that individuals need to be adequately and functionally literate in order to be fully capable of living healthy, enjoying a long life and participating in the information driven and digital world. Information literacy helps to define a problem, find information to solve the problem. The acquisition of information literacy skills in society is important today that, the consequences for reaching adulthood with limited information literacy skills are becoming increasingly severe [18] at an increasing disadvantage, the authors reiterated. [19] studied the effect of information literacy on the use of library and found that there is a positive relationship. However, the study of [20] found that information literacy instruction did not increase the usage of the library. [21] revealed that information literacy significantly influenced library usage among undergraduates. [22] found that information literacy impacts use of library resources and in the long run higher education performance. Students who possess information search skills in today information technology world are more likely to engage in the use of e-resources to improve the quality of their academic work.
The study of [23] investigated information retrieval skills and use of library electronic resources by university undergraduates in Nigeria. The survey design was adopted for the study that attempted to find out the validity of the assumption that there is no significant relationship between retrieval skills and undergraduates' use of electronic resources in university libraries. It was found that there is a relationship between the two variables, retrieval skills 1) Informational retrieval, 2) Operational retrieval and 3) Strategic retrieval) and undergraduates' use of electronic resources in university libraries. The study found that the relationship between respondents' informational retrieval skills and use of electronic resources was positive, weak and significant (r = 0.242; p < 0.05). The knowledge of just one or two of the retrieval skills may not adequately assist in undergraduates' use of electronic resources. Likewise, [24] indicated that to effectively retrieve information that users have to interact with data/information, knowledge, concept/term, format, item/objects/site, process/status, location, system, and human.
An investigation of postgraduate students information literacy skills at Babcock University carried out by [25] affirmed that postgraduate students have a moderate level of information literacy skills, even though majority indicated difficulty accessing and retrieving information from external databases, as well as using the online public access catalogue. The study of [26] investigated the effect of information literacy on the utilization of electronic information resources in selected academic and research institutions in Uganda. Data were collected for the study using interviews to both library staff and users of the selected institutions. The results of the study show that some of the available resources have not been utilized at all. This may mean that the participants lack the knowledge of how to access the resources, or they do not know the benefit of utilizing e-resources. [27] also found that limited time and lack of effective information retrieval skills are the main barriers to using e-sources. Information literacy is very vital in influencing utilization of e-resources. The information literacy skills course equip students with the necessary skills and knowledge to enable them to use the library's information resources effectively, legally and ethically and also engage in lifelong learning.
[28] conducted a study on Information Literacy Evaluation. The study aimed analysis. The findings of the study revealed that e-resources usage is a practice that is still in its infancy at the University. This indicates that skills required in using electronic information resources among undergraduate students seem to be limited. [28] observed that some students lacked knowledge on how to effectively use e-journals and e-books in university libraries. [29] carried out in a study on the use of electronic resources in Obafemi Awolowo University and reported very low usage of electronic resources. The major reason reported to contribute to the low utilization of electronic resources was limited searching skills. [30] also enumerated lack of accessibility to computers connected to the Internet; low Internet bandwidth and unreliable power supply as factors contributing to underutilization of electronic resources in university libraries.
[31] investigated the relationship between information literacy and use of e-resources by postgraduate students of the University of Ibadan. The study was aimed at determining the level of electronic information literacy skills possessed by the postgraduate students of the university; investigate what kind of electronic resources are available to postgraduate students of the university; determine the level of usage of electronic information resources by the postgraduate students for academic purposes and lastly, to find out the relationship between information literacy skills of postgraduate students. The survey design was used while questionnaire was used for data collection. The study found that over two-third of the postgraduate students' information literacy skills level is high.
The result of the study revealed that internet use skills ranked high among postgraduate students of the University of Ibadan. This indicates that postgraduate students of the University of Ibadan can surf the internet without any difficulty.
[32] conducted a study on the use of electronic information resources by students of Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta, Ogun State, Nigeria. This study aimed to investigate the usage of electronic information resources by the respondents. Using the descriptive survey research approach, the simple random sampling was used to select participants from among the students came to use the library during the study period. The instrument used for data collection was a questionnaire tagged: Usage of Electronic information resources. A total of 200 questionnaires were administered, of which 184 were duly filled giving a response rate of 92%. The findings revealed that 92.4% of the respondents had used electronic information resources, with 51.8% of them being frequent users.
The major electronic resources used by students were internet search engines, e-lecture notes and e-books and they use them for completing class assignments, to obtain course related materials and to keep abreast of latest development in their field. The major barriers hindering effective use of electronic resources were insufficient skills, difficulty in finding relevant information and frequent P. O. Adeniran, U. D. Onuoha power outage. Training students in information searching skills by the library; the provision of networked computers in Departments and Colleges and lecturers giving assignments that require the use of electronic resources were recommended to ensure effective use of the resources by the students.
Theoretical Framework
The Big Six information skills model developed by Eisenberg and Berkowitz in 1990, was adopted for this study (Figure 1 ).
The Big 6 information skills Model developed by Eisenberg and Berkowitz in
1990, is a 6 stage model to help people solve problems or make decisions using available information. Each of the six steps has two sub-skills. Task definition requires students to identify the exact information problem presented to them. indexes, and other resource-specific tools. Next, they must engage each source (read, view or listen) and extract specific information from it through the application of note-taking, highlighting, and summarizing. Synthesis requires students to make a decision, create a product, or formulate an answer. Synthesis is linked to task definition in that students are expected to answer the specific question they created when initially engaging in the problem-solving process. Finally, evaluation requires students to evaluate not only their final product but also to evaluate how well they perform the information solving tasks.
A critical look at various models of information literacy proves that information literacy is crucial when it comes to usage of library resources. Therefore, as an important independent variable in e-resources utilization, the Big 6 Informa- their ability to define information need, locate information, evaluate and apply it appropriately to meet the academic purposes such as: writing research and term papers, doing assignments, augmenting class works and sourcing for information in subject areas.
Conceptual Model
The model describes the relationship between the variables; information literacy skills, electronic resources use. It is assumed by this study that postgraduate students who have the ability to identify, locate, select, evaluate and apply information will use the electronic resources provided by the university library. In other words, the use of e-resources is dependent on information literacy skills.
Methodology
The survey research design of correlation type was adopted for this study. The multi-stage sampling technique was adopted to select the sample for the study. A purposive selection of four (4) dom sampling technique using 20% fraction was used to select the respondents from the departments in the selected faculties/schools/colleges. Thus a total of 550 out of 4212 were selected. A questionnaire was used to collect data. Data collected were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics. The hypothesis was subjected to inferential statistics using Pearson Product Moment Correlation (PPMC) analysis (Table 1 ).
Results and Discussion

The Purpose for Which Postgraduate Students Utilize Electronic Resources
To find out the purpose(s) for which postgraduate students in private universities in South-West, Nigeria utilize e-resources, the respondents were provided with various questions in the questionnaire and were requested to indicate the purposes for which they utilize e-resources. The mean and standard deviation of their responses were calculated and presented in Table 2 . Table 2 reveals the various purposes for which the respondents utilize e-resources. The average mean score and standard deviation for the entire items in the Table  2 is 3.16 and 0.76 respectively.
However, as shown in Table 4 .2, using the Internet to source materials and information ( x = 3.34); using the Internet for research ( x = 3.29); using e-journals to augment class works ( x = 3.29); using e-journals for writing term papers ( x = 3.29) were ranked high for purpose of use of e-resources by the participants. On the average, the respondents use online databases for searching information ( x = 3.23) while they used electronic journals for research ( x = 3.15). The lowest point as indicated in the Table, are: using electronic books to complement class notes ( x = 3.05); using CD-ROM for assignements ( x = 3.05); and to follow blog discussions on subject area of interest via the Internet access for information ( x = 3.00).
The Frequency of Use of Electronic Resources by Postgraduate Students
To establish the frequency of electronic resources usage by postgraduate students, the options of; "Daily", "Twice a week", "Once a week", "Occasionally" and "Never" were provided for the respondents to choose the one that was applicable to them. Their responses are presented in Table 3 . This result is expected because being private institutions, postgraduate students have access to electronic information resources which is one of the major attractions to the institutions. This could explain why the e-resources are frequently used by the postgraduate students. The CD-ROM is a technology that is being gradually replaced by newer ones in most academic institutions. These days, online databases are available and fast replacing CD-ROM databases which could explain why the frequency of its use by the respondents is low.
The Level of Information Literacy Skills of Postgraduate Students
To ascertain the level of information literacy skills of the respondents, various options were provided which the respondents were requested to indicate the ones acceptable to them. The average mean score and the standard deviation are indicated in Table 4 As shown in Table 4 the information literacy skills level of the respondents is high. This is depicted by the average mean score of 3.23 and standard deviation of 0.71. In all, the respondents were most skilled in 'ability to initiate how and where to find needed information ( x = 3.28); ability to locate information sources ( x = 3.28) which ranked highest by the mean score rating and was followed by; 'ability to select the information that is most appropriate to needs ( x = 3.27); and ability to select search strategies by date, subject and language ( x = 3.27). On the average, the respondents were skilled in areas such as: being able to improve their information literacy skill by learning from information problem solving ( x = 3.26); being able to use many resources at the same time to make a research ( x = 3.25); being able to use information to answer questions and/or solve problems ( x = 3.23). As indicated in the table, the respondents were least skilled in areas such as: being able to define needed information ( x = 3.20); being able to organize information to present a sound central idea supported by relevant material in a logical order ( x = 3.19) and lastly, in ability to identify different sources of information ( x = 3.13)
The Relationship between Information Literacy Skills and Electronic Resources Use by Postgraduate Students
To test the hypothesis and analyze the data, a Pearson Product Moment Correlation (PPMC) was employed. The analysis procedure involves pooling respondents' scores on each items measuring information literacy skills to arrive at the composites score; the same procedure was applied for e-resources use. A relationship test was then carried out by associating both information literacy skills and e-resources use, the analysis result is summarized and presented in Table 5 . In Table 5 , the analysis result presented indicates that there is a significant positive correlation between information literacy skills and e-resources use (r (480) = 0.28, p < 0.05). Based on the finding, information literacy skills of postgraduate students increase their use of electronic resources. In other words, a direct relationship exists between information literacy skills and e-resources use among postgraduates students in South-West, Nigeria. Therefore, the null hypothesis which states that there is no significant relationship between information literacy skills and e-resources use among post graduates students in private universities in South-West, Nigeria is rejected and the alternative is accepted. 
Conclusion and Recommendations
Electronic 
